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SUBJECT An Interview with Admiral Turner

BRUCE MORTON: Admliral Stansfleld Turner Is Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency. He Is also, because of
Presldent Carter's reorganizatlion of the intelllgence communlity,
a Director who has somewhat more authority than his predecessors
did over other Intelilgence agencles. Admiral Turner s here In
our Washlngton studio thls morning with correspondent Fred Graham.

Gentlemen.

FRED GRAHAM: Admliral Turner, the Unlted States Govern-
ment Is preparing to slgn a proposed treaty wlith Panama, which
would turn the control of that canal over to the Panamanlans by
the year 2000. Has the CIA conducted a study as 1o the safety
and advisabllity of this move?

< ~ ADMIRAL STANSFIELD TURNER: That primarily, Fred, Is a
pollicy question, and we don't get Into pollicy matters. However,
1n something llke this, 1+ Is our responsibillty to look at what
forelgn reactlion wlll be and whether that could be frlendiy or
adverse. And In thls case we have looked at that and find that
probable reactlon of the Latin American counfries around Panama
would be very favorable.

’ GRAHAM: VWell, now, some of the people who oppose the

' treaty, though, are afrald that something might happen down the
road similar to what happened to the Suez Canal; that the canal,
belng taken over, would then- be used In a discriminatory way or
misused. Hasn't the CIA looked Into whether that mlght happen?

ADMIRAL TURNER: No, those are all hypotheses as to
pollcy matters that might or mlght not happen. Ve are not here
to speculate on those. .

OFFICES IN: NEW YORK e LOSANGELES o CHlCAGd ¢ DETROIT e ANDOTHERPRINCIPALCITIES -~ ,

g
fad.

atsd sl 4 50 3 For Release 2007/10/19 - CIA-RDP99-00498R000100110001- g meser st




